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ABOUT ATE CONNECTS

All ATE grants, with the exception of first-time ATE awardees in
FY26, are REQUIRED to participate in ATE Connects and to reserve a
conversation hub by the deadline of September 18.

ATE Connects is a key component of the conference and offers ATE
grantees the opportunity to network and connect with conference
participants, explore the ATE community, and engage in the sharing
of information, resources, and materials related to their programs.
ATE Connects consists of dedicated time for two networking and
information sharing sessions on Thursday, October 22—and NSF
requires participation as outlined in the ATE program solicitation.

The ATE Connects Sessions will take place in the exhibit hall; and each
ATE grant participating will be numbered and grouped according to
discipline area as outlined below. All ATE grants are expected to staff
their conversation hubs during their assigned session.

ATE Connects sessions are grouped by STEM discipline area. The
disciplines featured in each ATE Connects session are subject to
change depending on final numbers in scheduling.

ATE CONNECTS SESSION 1: THURSDAY, 0CTOBER 22, 10:30 A.M. - 12:15 P.M.
Advanced Manufacturing, Applied Research in Technician Education,
Engineering Technologies, Micro and Nanotechnologies

Set-Up Period: 8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.

ATE Connects Session: 10:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

Tear-Down Period: ~ 12:15 p.m. - 12:30 p.m.

ATE CONNECTS SESSION 2: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 3:45 - 5:30 P.M.
Agricultural and Environmental, Biological and Chemical, General
Advanced Technological Education, Information and Security
Technologies

Set-Up Period: 3:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

ATE Connects Session: 3:45 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Tear-Down Period: ~ 5:30 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.

ATE CONNECTS CONVERSATION HUBS

Each ATE grant that reserves space by the deadline of September 18
will be assigned to host a “conversation hub” and scheduled to
participate in one of two ATE Connects sessions. A conversation hub
includes a café-style table (30" x 30"), two chairs, a poster stand that
fits a 22" x 28" poster or graphic, and two materials holders than can
fit 8%2" x 1" handouts.

Note: The eight ATE Centers, as currently funded in Track 4 of the
ATE program solicitation, will staff a hub during each of the ATE
Connects sessions so ATE grantees have

the opportunity to connect with their

centers during both networking periods.

AACC will communicate with the ATE

Centers separately regarding set-up for

ATE Connects.
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ATE CONNECTS MATERIALS
. - . ATE CONNECTS & FIRST-TIME GRANTEES
Posters - Each ATE Connects conversation hub will include a sign , .
display stand that fits a 22" x 28" poster or graphic. The 22" x 28" ATE Pls on nevyly funded projects/centers in FY26—that have
display space is not intended for a scientific poster. The space can be not been previously awarded an ATE grant—are welcome
used for logos, graphics, or text information that helps in sharing basic to host a conversation hub; but they are not expected to do
information about grant activities. There are no specific guidelines for so. First-time ATE awardees are asked to focus on attending
content—though graphics and visuals tend to be more eye-catching and connecting with other grantees during the ATE Connects
and accessible than content that is extremely text heavy. networking opportunity.

Poster Printing - Please note that there will be no poster printing Allfirst-time ATE grantees are required to attend the ATE

capability on site at the conference. All ATE grants must employ one Connect sessions and may also (,:’ontribute a one-page handout
of the following two options for poster printing. to place in the “New ATE Grantee" handout holders, which will

be available in the general lounge areas of the exhibit hall.
Print Your Own/Bring Your Own: ATE grants can print their posters

on poster paper prior to the ATE Conference and transport them to ATE CONNECTS: ONE PAGE HANDOUT GUIDELINES

the event site. Posters must adhere to the size 22" x 28" to fit into the FOR FIRST-TIME GRANTEES

sign holder. When designing your poster, allow for a 2" border as One-pagers are a great way to share information about your
that portion will be covered by the sign holder frame. No other sized project. If you would like to create and bring copies of a one-

posters will be allowed. page handout to share in the lounge area of the exhibit hall
on handout racks designated for New ATE Grantees, please
consider including the following information.

Upload Your Poster for Printing/Placement on Site: ATE projects and
centers also have the option of uploading their poster for printing

through AACC's vendor, Arata Expositions. For a small fee, Arata will m College Name
print the poster and have it placed in your sign holder for your ATE Project Title
Connects session.

[ |
B Project Goal
[ |

Poster Upload Deadline: Print-ready artwork needs to be Project Objectives - 2-3 main objectives

submitted by no later than October 9. For a printing template, (including population served)

see the conference website. B Collaborations/Partnerships - List 2-3 key current

Cost: The cost for Arata Expositions to print a poster is $99.75. collaborators or partners

Process: Once AACC has assigned you to an ATE Connects session, B Highlight 1-2 planned grant activities for the first year

we will send a confirmation email that includes information and of the grant

a link with full instructions for uploading a print ready file and B Pl and Co-PI Names and contact information

making payment for poster printing through Arata's portal. New ATE grantees are responsible for making and bringing
Handouts - Each poster/sign holder has two materials holders that copies of their own handout to share if they would like to do
can fit handouts of up to 8 %2 x11 in size. ATE grants are invited and s0. AACC suggests bringing 50 copies for placement in the
encouraged to bring brochures or handouts to place in these holders racks designated for New ATE Grantees. Please see the AACC
as part of their conversation hub. ATE grantees are responsible for attendant during the set-up period for ATE Connects to ask
making and bringing copies of their own materials to share. AACC where to place your one-pager if you wish to share information
suggests quantities of up to 50 copies for each handout. about your newly-funded award.

If shipping handouts/materials ahead of time, please refer to
Arata’s ATE Connects Service Kit, which will be emailed (with log-in
credentials) after your ATE Connects session has been assigned. Abox  Audio Visual - There will be no access to electricity or audiovisual
of materials of up to 50 pounds can be sent to Arata's warehouse for equipment provided for these sessions. ATE Connects is designed to
receipt by Friday, October 16 for a flat rate of $150. The rate includes facilitate conversations and connections.

shipping, storage, handling, and placement by Arata of your materials/

handouts at your assigned ATE Connects conversation hub on site. Reserving Space - To reserve space for ATE Connects, ATE

grants must do so by the deadline of September 18 through the
Arata Expositions - Arata is AACC's event partner for the ATE conference website.

Connects sessions. Once your ATE Connects space has been

assigned, Arata will email you a link to the Arata Service Kit, along QUESTIONS
with your portal log-in credentials, if you would like to use their
services for poster printing and/or for shipping materials/handouts
in advance of the conference. Detailed information on Arata’s
services and ordering procedures will be included in the Service Kit.
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Contact ate@aacc.nche.edu with any questions.


http://www.ATEPIConference.com
mailto:ate%40aacc.nche.edu?subject=

